The International Cartilage Repair Society (ICRS) is dedicated to the promotion, encouragement, and distribution of fundamental and applied research on cartilage in order to foster a better understanding of damaged and abnormal cartilage and its regeneration and repair. As part of the effort to achieve this goal, the ICRS has elected to publish a new journal entitled *Cartilage*

The objective of *Cartilage* is to publish articles related to the musculoskeletal system with particular attention to cartilage repair, growth of cartilage, cartilage function, and cartilage transplantation, including rehabilitation. The journal is to serve as a focal point and a forum for the exchange of ideas for the many kinds of researchers and practitioners related to articular cartilage and the intervertebral disc. Hence, a primary objective is to foster the cross-fertilization of the findings from clinical and basic sciences of the various disciplines involved. The journal will publish original full-length manuscripts; we encourage the submission of manuscripts on clinical, laboratory, and therapeutic research. Review articles, editorials, and letters will also be considered. Supplements will be published on new and innovative programs, procedures, and therapies. The ICRS envisages that *Cartilage* will reflect scientific research and exchange of knowledge among physicians, scientists, patients, and researchers.

The Associate Editors reflect the international nature of *Cartilage* and include **Mats Brittberg**, Cartilage Research Unit, Gothenburg University, Department of Orthopaedics, Kungsbacka Hospital, Kungsbacka, Sweden; **Brian Cole**, Professor, Department of Orthopaedics, Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, Section Head of the Cartilage and Restoration Center at Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, Illinois, USA; **Ernst Hunziker**, Research Group Head, Biology, Pathology and Therapy of Skeletal Tissues, ITI Research Institute for Dental and Skeletal Biology, University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland; and **Sally Roberts**, Centre for Spinal Studies & ISTM (Keele University), Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Owestry, Shropshire, United Kingdom.

In addition, we have assembled over 30 outstanding clinicians and researchers, skilled in various aspects of cartilage biology and repair, for the Editorial Board of *Cartilage*. All manuscripts will undergo peer review, in order that we publish only the highest quality research.

*Cartilage* will be published quarterly, beginning with the January 2010 inaugural issue. Processing of manuscript submissions is fully electronic and managed through an established and "user friendly" Web-based site, Scholar One. We are committed to a rapid review process.

For submission of manuscripts, authors should go to <http://www.mc.manuscriptcentral.com/cart>. Detailed instructions to authors and directions for submissions are available through the journal's Web site (<http://cart.sagepub.com>; select Manuscript Submission from the left side) as well as the ICRS site (<http://www.cartilage.org>).

As Editor-in-Chief, I bring over 30 years experience as an editor with a devotion to quality, timeliness, and efficiency. My years in cartilage research and the clinical aspects of cartilage-related disease provide me a background of knowledge relevant to the objectives of the journal. I intend to be accessible by phone (+1-661-268-7657), FAX (+1-661-268-7658), or e-mail (<journals@royaltman.com>).

We are ready for submissions of new research, reviews, editorials, etc. Please join the ICRS in welcoming *Cartilage* to your desks and libraries.

Roy D. Altman, MD

Editor-in-Chief
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